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Welcome to the first research 
symposium on community 
investment. We hope the day 
will mark the start of a rewarding 
collaboration between 
academics and community 
investment professionals. 

Community investment has 
been part of social housing for 
decades. In recent years, though, 
it’s been under considerable 
financial pressure. All too often, it 
is perceived as a nice thing that 
social housing providers do for 
their communities. 

Having the evidence to 
demonstrate the impact of 
community investment is, 
therefore, essential. Building that 
evidence base will enable and 
persuade social housing to fulfill 
its social purpose. 

The symposium is an 
opportunity for you to start 
conversations about that 
evidence base. We want to 
explore opportunities for 
collaboration, to identify 
and discuss critical research 
questions, and how we can 
improve the knowledge transfer 
from academia to social housing.

We have much to learn from 
each other. I’m looking forward 
to the debate, the discussion, 
and the ideas about how we 
can work together on building 
a research base that will have 
a positive impact on the lives 
of residents and communities 
across the UK.

Andrew van Doorn 
Chief Executive 
HACT
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10.30 Arrive and registration 

11.00  Welcome and introduction   
  
  Andrew van Doorn, CE, HACT

11.10	 The	power	of	collaborative	research:	reflections	on	the	 
 experience of SHUSU
  
  Philip Martin: Research Assistant, SHUSU

11.25		 Housing	and	community	investment:	reflections	on	research,	in	 
 conversation with: 

  Professor Anne Power: Head of LSE Housing and  
   Communities, LSE 

  Dr Halima Sacranie: Research Lead and Lecturer in  
   Housing, Housing and Communities Research Group,  
   University of Birmingham

11.55  Session 1: Understanding each other’s priorities in community  
 investment and research 
   
	 Where	is	the	field	of	housing	studies	focused	currently,	and	 
	 	 how	does	community	investment	fit?
  
  Dr Helen Taylor: Vice Chair of Housing Studies Association

 What are the current community investment priorities and  
	 	 where	is	the	need	for	research	and	evaluation?
  
  Sahil Khan: Head of Gateway and Community Services,  
  Catalyst

 Breakout discussions on tables – 20 minutes
 How can we align existing research agendas to what is  
 happening in community investment by social housing right now?
 
12.45 Lunch and networking

MORNING AGENDA
CENTRE FOR EXCELLENCE  
IN COMMUNITY INVESTMENT  
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM • 2019



1.15 Session 2: What role can funding bodies play in supporting  
	 collaborative	research	that	has	impact?
   
  Bruce Etherington: Impact Manager, Cardiff University

 Breakout discussions on tables – 20 minutes
 What are the priorities of the research / funding councils, and  
 how are we addressing that?

1.50	 Session	3:	How	is	academic	research	assessed,	and	what	 
 opportunities does that provide for housing associations and 
	 academics	to	work	together	to	deliver	impact?
   
  Professor Jane Millar: Chair of Social Sciences REF Panel C,  
  and Professor of Social Policy, University of Bath

 Breakout discussions on tables – 20 minutes
 How can we increase the impact of research in community  
 investment that delivers better outcomes and responds to the  
 Research Excellence Framework?

2.30 Session 4: Next steps: creating a research strategy for the Centre  
 for Excellence in Community Investment
  
  Andrew van Doorn, CE, HACT

 Breakout discussions on tables – 20 minutes
 What direction should a research strategy for the Centre take?

3.00 Close
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Dr Halima Sacranie 

Halima is a research fellow and group lead for the Housing 
and Communities Research Group at the University 
of Birmingham. Her doctoral research explored the 
changing role of Community Investment (CI) strategies 
as a reflection of shifting institutional logics in the social 
housing sector. Halima’s research interests include CI 
and the social impact of housing, the changing form of 
large-scale, hybrid housing organisations and community 
led housing solutions. Currently, she is working on a 
European collaborative project which aims to develop and 
implement an asset management approach to improve 
sustainability and resource efficiency in the housing sector. 

Andrew van Doorn 

Andrew is the Chief Executive of HACT, which he joined in 
2003 and has worked in homelessness, supported housing 
and wider social exclusion policy and practice for 27 years. 
In 2009 he was seconded to the National Mental Health 
Development Unit at the Department of Health as the 

National Housing Lead. He is a Non-Executive Director at 
London North West University Healthcare NHS Trust.  

Bruce Etherington  

Bruce is Impact Manager at the University of Cardiff, where 
he manages a funding scheme and associated activities 
to increase the impact of the university’s social sciences. 
These activities build links between the academics and 
those who might want to use the research or those who 
can help to develop research projects. Previously, he was 
the Engagement Manager for the university, supporting the 
delivery of the university’s flagship engagement projects, 
and Beacon for Wales Manager, managing a culture 
change programme to embed public engagement in the 
activities of Welsh universities.  

Professor Anne Power 

Anne is Emeritus Professor of Social Policy, CASE Associate 
and Head of LSE Housing and Communities, a research 
group located within the Centre for Analysis and Social 
Exclusion. Her research interests include debt in low-income 
communities, welfare reform, private renting, energy saving, 
estate regeneration, European and American cities, and 
international human settlements. Her current research 
projects are based in London, Chester, Cumbria and 
generally are UK-wide, and her most recent publication, 
Cities for a Small Continent: International Handbook of City 
Recovery, was published by the Policy Press in 2016. 

SPEAKERSSPEAKERS
CENTRE FOR EXCELLENCE  
IN COMMUNITY INVESTMENT  
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM • 2019

CENTRE FOR EXCELLENCE  
IN COMMUNITY INVESTMENT  
RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM • 2019



Professor Jane Millar, OBE, FBA, FAcSS 

Jane is Professor of Social Policy at the University of Bath. 
She is Chair of the Social Sciences Panel for the Research 
Excellence Framework (REF) 2021. She also chairs one of 
the Research Grants Panels of ESRC. She was Pro-Vice-
Chancellor (Research) at the University of Bath from 2008-

2015. Her own research focuses on policy, families, and 
social security. She is a Fellow of the Academy of Social 
Sciences and of the British Academy. 

Dr Helen Taylor 

Helen is a lecturer in Housing Studies at Cardiff Metropolitan 
University, teaching on both undergraduate and postgraduate 
programmes. Her research focuses on applying philosophical 
frameworks to contemporary policy issues, homelessness 
in particular. She has been a board member of a housing 
association for the past two years and is Vice Chair of the 
Editorial Board of Welsh Housing Quarterly, the publication 
for housing and regeneration in Wales. Helen is also the Vice 
Chair of the Housing Studies Association, the learned society 
for housing studies in the UK. 
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Sahil Khan 

Sahil is Head of Gateway and Communities at Catalyst 
Housing. He is also a board trustee at the Local Trust. He 
has over 15 years’ experience of working in community and 
resident involvement, working for a number of housing 
associations including Southern Housing, Origin and 
Metropolitan Thames Valley Housing. 

Philip Martin 

Phil has been a Research Assistant in the Sustainable 
Housing & Urban Studies Unit (SHUSU) at the University 
of Salford since 2013. He has worked on a wide variety 
of research studies on topics including housing and 
homelessness, energy efficiency, Gypsies and Travellers; 
military veterans, poverty, the UK benefits system and 
entrepreneurship. His interests include community 
engagement and co-production, public sector delivery 
and human rights and citizenship, with a focus on Roma 
migrants. Recent studies include Housing Works: Assessing 
the Impact of Housing Association Employment Support for 
GUAC (with Mark Wilding, Katy Jones, and Lisa Scullion). 
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Thank you to our conference sponsors

Share your thoughts, photos and reactions: #CIResearch19


